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19. (Currently Amended) A set top box integrated with, or communicating with, a television, 
the set top box comprising: 

a first input receiving broadcasted content fmm a service nrovider on audio aignal; 
a first output adapted to be received by the televisio a the first outnnt s^n^ pp th^ 
broadcasted c ontent to the television: 

a second input to receive message in formation from a user; 
a second output connected to an input nH,.j.t«rf «n i,n Trnni , ( J Ij a second set 
b»x using a back channel commumcatinns path, the hack rh^nnel commnnir-^tinn^ 
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path using an in-home wiring system that is different from the first input, the second 
output sending the message information to the second set top box, thus estabhshiap a 
two-way intercom system with the second set top box : and 

a Gooond input adapted to receiv e audible messag e information; qh A 

a back channel communications path that is different from the first input, 

wherein the broadcasted content audio oignol is processed for an audio channel 
and, when the audible message information has audible content, the message information 
is processed for another audio channel and a volume of the broadcasted content audio 
s ignd is reduced below a volume of the rec e ived audible message information being 
played. 

20. (Currently Amended) The set top box according to claim 19, wherein the message 
information comprises at l e oflt one of \idoo inforniation r text information, and a pre- 
foimottod moQsage and formatting informatioik the formatting information being preset 
and fixed such that the user is unable to ch ange the formatting information, the fomiatting 
information causing a re duction in a size of a displayed image to create a blank margin 
below the displayed image a nd another blank margin beside the displayed image, the 
formatting infor mation causing the message information to be displayed in the blank 
margin below the displayed image and in the a nother blank margin beside the displayed 
image . 

21. (Previously Presented) A set top box according to claim 30, wherein the audible message 
information comprises at least one of video information, text information^ and a Pre- 
formatted message. 

22. (Previously Presented) A set top box according to claim 30, whereiii the audio content is 
processed for a left audio channel and the audible message information is processed for a 
right audio channel- 
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23. (Previously Presented) A set top box according to claim 30, wherein the memory stores 
pre-made voice messages. 

24. (Currently Amended) The set top box according to claim ] 9, wherein for urgent messag es 
the formatting infonnation replaces the disp l ayed image with a blank background and 
displays the message infomiation the mcojago information io rotriovod from a memoiy 
d e vice . 

25. (Previously Presented) The set top box according to claim 19, further comprising memory 
storing pre-made voice messages. 

26. (Previously Presented) The set top box according to claim 19, fiirther comprising a 
message waiting indicator. 

27. (Previously Presented) The set top box according to claim 19, further comprising another 
input adapted to receive information from a keyboard. 

28. (Previously Presented) The set top box according to claim 1 9, wherein the first input also 
receives a video signal and the set top box modifies the video signal to display a text 
message. 

29. (Previously Presented) The set top box according to claim 19. wherein the audio signal is 
processed for a left audio channel and the audible message information is processed for a 
right audio channel. 

30. (Currently Amended) A set top box integrated Avith. or communicating with, a television, 
the set top box comprising memoiy storing instructions for: 

receiving hzo^^x^ audio content from a service prnvj^^ via a first input; 
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sending the broadcasted content to the television via providing a first output to tho 
t e l e vision ; 

receiving mess age information from a user via a second input: and 
communicating via a back channel communications path tliat is connected 
between a second output of the set top b ox and an input of a second set top bn x, the back 
channel communications oath usin g an in-home wiring s ystem that is different from the 
input, the second output sending the message infonnation to the second set top box. 
thus establishing a two-way interco m system with the second set ton box, [[;]] 

providing a o o oond output adaptod to bo roooivod by a sooond oot top box; ojid 
. reoeiving audiblo moasag e information via a o e oond input y 

wherein the broadcasted content is p rocessed for an audio channel and, when the 
message information has audible content, t h e message information is processed for 
another audio channel and a volume of the broad c asted content is reduced befnw n 
volume of the messa ge information beinp^ p hy^^ 

wh e rein tho audio contont jg proooaflod for on audio ohonnol and tho audiblo 
m e ssag o information io nrocoflfled fnr nnnthnr nnHin nUn^^ ^ i „ voh mio o f th o audiu 
oentent in roducod bolow a volumo of th o audible mooaggo information boinfi playod . 

31, (Previously Presented) A set top box according to claim 30, wherein the memory stores 
instructions for receiving signals from a keyboard input- 
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